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Abstract 
This study aims to examine the subjects of news coverage on feminist in the southern unrest situation, and to investigate those 
unreported in mainstream newspapers. Content analysis is used to study 1,095 news stories on the conflict, reported during 
two one-year periods of 2004 to 2005 and 2009 to 2010 in two national newspapers: Matichon, an elite paper and Thairath, a 
popular and sensation-oriented daily one. The findings reveal that the number of news coverage on feminist issues is limited. 
Out of 1,095 news items, only 62 (5.66%) portrayed and concerned local women in the area: 41 in Thairath and 21 in 
Matichon. In those related news items, the most found topic is the effect of the unrest on individuals, followed by the 
government policy and approaches to resolve South Thailand insurgency. Females reported in the news are found more often 
in passive roles than in active ones. The predominant appearances in news reporting were general public and unrest victims 
(79.04%). Only 8.06% of victims who received compensation from government appeared in the news, and there was only one 
story on healing issue. Uncovered topics are, for instance, education, economics, occupation, and local people’s daily life. 
© 2012 The Authors. Published by Elsevier Ltd. Selection and/or peer-review under responsibility of Universiti Sains 
Malaysia. 
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1. Introduction 
The ongoing insurgency in Thailand’s southernmost provinces of Pattani, Yala, Narathiwat, and four districts 
of Songkhla; Tepha, Nathawee, Chana, and Sabayoy flared up again when the Thai army’s Fourth Engineering 
Battalion in Narathiwat province was attacked on January 4, 2004. Since then, violence has continued unabated 
up to the present. 
This prolonged conflict in the south is complicating and threatening the lives of people in general and women 
in particular. They feel unsafe and concerned about their daily life. Thousands have lost their loved ones; 
husband, father, son or family members. The violence has left some of them widows. Nearly 11% of women in 
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the conflict affected area are widows, although not all have been widowed by violence (Suwannarat, 2005). It was 
reported that between 2004 and 2009, there were 1,762 widows (Ministry of Social Development and Human 
Security of Thailand, 2009). 
Stories of these women have been little known to the public. Examinations of media portrayal of women 
during the conflict reveal that there has rarely been coverage on this particular issue. The news media focus more 
on negative events, for example, daily killings, bomb blasts, beheadings, and destruction of state premises. This 
study aims at examining news coverage on feminist related issues in the conflict area, and to explore those 
uncovered topics in Thailand’s national newspapers. 
2. Feminist theoretical concept 
The Free Merriam-Webster Dictionary (n.d.) defined feminism as a collection of movements and ideologies 
aimed at defining, establishing, and defending equal political, economic, and social rights for women. 
According to Hooks (2000), feminism is a movement to end sexism, sexist exploitation, and oppression. 
Practically, it is a definition which implies that all sexist thinking and action is the problem, whether those who 
perpetuate it are female or male, child or adult. It is also broad enough to include an understanding of systematic 
institutionalized sexism. It is, thus, open-ended. 
Hooks (2000) pointed out that to understand feminism; it implies one has to necessarily understand sexism. 
Most people think that feminism is always and only about women seeking to be equal to men and anti-male. 
Furthermore, masses of people continue to believe that women are subordinate to men in the domestic household. 
Even though masses of women have entered the workforce, even though many families are headed by women 
who are the sole breadwinners, the vision of domestic life which continues to dominate the nation’s imagination 
is one in which the logic of male domination is intact, whether men are present in the home or not. The wrong 
minded notion of feminist movement which implies it was anti-male carried with it the wrong minded 
assumption that all female space would necessarily be an environment where patriarchy and sexist thinking 
would be absent. 
In addition, feminist theory also focuses on analyzing gender inequality and the promotion of women’s rights, 
interests, and issues, as well as seeking to establish equal opportunities for women in education and employment. 
3. Theory of news values 
The media do not simply report events that are naturally newsworthy. In fact, news is the end-product of a 
complex process, which begins with a systematic sorting and selecting of events and topics, according to a 
socially constructed set of categories (Hall et al., 1978). This involves selecting from the many contending items 
within any category, those that are felt to be of interest to readers. At the general level, this consists of an 
orientation to items that are ‘out of the ordinary’, which in some way breach our ‘normal’ expectations about 
social life (Kisuke, 2004). News reports tend to play up extraordinary, dramatic, and tragic elements in each story 
in order to enhance its newsworthiness (Hall et al., 1978). A news report works by using words, text, and 
pictures, still or moving combined in different ways through the practices and techniques to construct social 
reality for the public. 
According to Poole (1999), news is a conservative phenomenon, a construction based on a consensus which 
sets limits and maintains pressures. The nature of the news itself, the kind of production it generates, together 
with physical limitations of time and space, and the need to attract audiences, imposes constraints both on what 
events make the news and on the kind of treatment they receive (Hartmann and Husband, 1981). As a result, 
news is a reproduction of the dominant ideology of leading groups in society (Poole, 1999). 
Galtung and Ruge came up with a pioneering list of interrelated factors that help to identify values in the 
news. They argued that events are likely to meet the criteria of newsworthiness if they satisfied the conditions of 
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frequency, intensity, unambiguity (clarity), cultural proximity, relevance, consonance, predictability, 
unpredictability, continuity, composition, elite persons and elite nations, negativity and ethnocentricity (Kisuke, 
2004). In addition to those attributes, a good piece of news should be accurate, clear, concise, and unbiased. The 
theory of news values best explain how journalists and reporters have chosen to report some things over others. 
4. Scope of the study and methodology 
This study focuses on subjects of news coverage on issues concerning females in the ongoing unrest situation, 
and to analyze how the news media report issues pertinent to feminist during the conflict. This is to investigate 
what kinds of issues, whose views are presented, and which groups get consistent access to the news reports. Two 
national newspapers: Matichon, an elite paper and Thairath, a popular and sensation-oriented daily one were 
selected. Content analysis is used to examine 1,095 news stories on southern conflict; 548 in Thairath and 547 in 
Matichon, reported during two one-year periods of 2004 to 2005: April to June 2004; October to December 2004; 
and April to June 2005, and during the year of 2009 to 2010: January to March 2009; July to September 2009; 
and June, September to October 2010. The study placed emphasis only on front page news reports. All news 
stories concerning the southern unrest and violence during those periods were selected, coded, and analyzed 
individually. 
5. Findings and analysis 
A total of 1,095 news stories were analyzed in order to look at frequency and trends. It was found that the 
number of news articles on feminist issues was limited. Out of 1,095, only 62 news stories (5.66%); 41 in 
Thairath and 21 in Matichon, involved women in the area as shown in Table 1. Most feminist related topics 
covered in two national newspapers were during 2009 to 2010 (53.23%), as indicated in Table 2. 
Table 1. Percentage of news stories on women 
Newspaper Number Percentage 
Matichon 21 33.87 
Thairath 41 66.13 
Total 62 100 
Table 2. Feminist issues during two-one year periods of 2004 to 2005 and 2009 to 2010 
Period Matichon Thairath Number Percentage 
2004-2005 12 17 29 46.77 
2009-2010 9 24 33 53.23 
Total 21 41 62 100 
 
Although there were a great deal of news stories on unrest and violence in the south, Matichon and 
Thairath dedicated their space to negative incidents, such as arson attacks, bomb blasts, regular killing, etc., 
while little space was given to local women as demonstrated in Table 3. 
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Table 3. Feminist issues covered in mainstream newspapers 
Topic Matichon Thairath 
Number Percentage Number Percentage 
Feminist 21 3.80 41 7.50 
General 526 96.20 507 92.50 
Total 547 100 548 100 
 
Thairath reported more stories on women related topics than Matichon did. This could be due mainly to paper 
classification. As a popular and sensation-oriented daily paper, Thairath laid emphasis on soft news, including 
southern situation in general, crime reporting, and sensationalism, i.e. daily killing, and destruction of state 
properties. Matichon, an elite and quality paper, on the contrary, focused on hard news and serious topics, such as 
formal, public policy over people in the south, and political process content. 
Where women portrayed were from was further explored. The exploration reveals that 35.48% of women were 
from Narathiwat, followed by those from Pattani and Yala with 30.65% and 24.20% respectively. Table 4 shows 
frequency of location where women portrayed came. 
Table 4. Location where women portrayed in news were mentioned 
Scene in news Matichon Thairath Total 
Number Percentage Number Percentage Number Percentage 
Pattani 3 4.84 16 25.81 19 30.65 
Yala 6 9.68 9 14.52 15 24.20 
Narathiwat 10 16.13 12 19.35 22 35.48 
Other 2 3.22 4 6.45 6 9.67 
Total 21 33.87 41 66.13 62 100 
 
Next, the subject matters of news were analyzed. The results showed that a high percentage of news, 77.43% 
was devoted to effects on women in the area. Most stories in this category involved losses and encountering with 
the losses in the unrest situation, followed by the government policy and approaches to resolve the problems 
(19.35%), culture and other topics related to women (1.61%). As detailed in Table 5, topics included education, 
economics, occupation, and local people’s daily life. 
Table 5. Contribution of news by subject category 
Subject Matichon Thairath Total 
Number Percentage Number Percentage Number Percentage 
Govt. policy 5 8.06 7 11.29 12 19.35 
Effect on people 16 25.81 32 51.62 48 77.43 
Education 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Economics 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Occupation 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Culture 0 0 1 1.61 1 1.61 
Local’s people daily life 0 0 0 0 0 0 
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Subject Matichon Thairath Total 
Number Percentage Number Percentage Number Percentage 
Other 0 0 1 1.61 1 1.61 
Total 21 33.87 41 66.13 62 100 
 
In the 62 news items analyzed, it was found that most women actors in news stories (37.10%) were members 
of the general public. The second group was unrest victims (22.58%). The third most frequent group represented 
teachers and academic staffs (17.74%), followed by family’s victims (9.68%) who have lost husbands, sons, 
fathers, and other family members, students and government officials (4.84%), and volunteers to help ones 
affected from unrest and violence (3.22%) respectively (see Table 6). 
Table 6. Women actors in news stories 
Position of actors Matichon Thairath Total 
Number Percentage Number Percentage Number Percentage 
Teachers 6 9.68 5 8.06 11 17.74 
Govt. officials 0 0 3 4.84 3 4.84 
General public 8 12.90 15 24.20 23 37.10 
Volunteers 1 1.61 1 1.61 2 3.22 
Human right defenders 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Students 0 0 3 4.84 3 4.84 
Victims 3 4.84 11 17.74 14 22.58 
Family victims 3 4.84 3 4.84 6 9.68 
Total 21 33.87 41 66.13 62 100 
 
Of the 62 news actors, the predominant appearances of women in the news media were more often in passive 
roles (79.04%) than active ones (4.84%), government aid receivers (8.06%), and others mentioned in news and 
suspects (8.06%), as indicated in Table 7. 
Table 7. Predominant appearances of women in news stories 
Kind of appearance Matichon Thairath Total 
Number Percentage Number Percentage Number Percentage 
Active person 1 1.61 2 3.23 3 4.84 
Passive person 16 25.81 33 53.23 49 79.04 
Govt. aid receivers 2 3.22 3 4.84 5 8.06 
Other 2 3.22 3 4.84 5 8.06 
Total 21 33.87 41 66.13 62 100 
 
However, as detailed on Table 8, the effect of violence appeared in news stories were women who were shot 
dead or killed (33.87%), wounded people (27.42%), women who bereft of husbands, sons, fathers, and other 
family members (9.67%), ones who claimed for justice from the government (4.84), government aids and 
compensation receivers (1.61%), and other violence affected, such as women whose house were burnt down, 
women who were appointed to find out solutions, etc. 
537 Sakiroh Yaena Benharoon and Sariya Binsaleh /  Procedia - Social and Behavioral Sciences  91 ( 2013 )  532 – 538 
Table 8. Effect of violence on local women 
Type of effect Matichon Thairath Total 
Number Percentage Number Percentage Number Percentage 
Justice claiming 1 1.61 2 3.22 3 4.83 
Wounded people 6 9.68 11 17.74 17 27.42 
Dead people 6 9.68 15 24.20 21 33.88 
Bereft family members 1 1.61 5 8.06 6 9.67 
Govt. compensation 
receivers 
1 1.61 0 0 1 1.61 
Other 6 9.68 8 12.91 14 22.59 
Total 21 33.87 41 66.13 62 100 
Table 9. Type of aid for local women 
Type of aid Matichon Thairath Total 
Number Percentage Number Percentage Number Percentage 
Healing 1 1.61 0 0 1 1.61 
Compensation 4 6.45 1 1.61 5 8.06 
Other 16 25.81 40 64.52 56 90.33 
Total 21 33.87 41 66.13 62 100 
 
The data indicated that the victims who got compensation from the government appeared on the news only 
8.06%, while psychology healing issues covered only one story (1.61%). Other aids (90.33%) included free 
health services for wounded individuals, providing occupation training for family victims, as well as giving them 
opportunity to participate in development projects. 
6. Conclusion and recommendation 
Since early 2004, news reports on the southernmost provinces have been associated with unrest and violent 
incidents. The mainstream media have negatively presented and reproduced these issues in particular, using 
strong words, such as killings, bomb blasts, and destruction of state properties. These topics frequently appeared 
in both Matichon and Thairath papers. By contrast, news reporting on feminist related issues is limited. The 
predominant appearances of women in the news stories were more often in the passive roles than the active ones, 
for example, violence victims who have lost beloved ones and family members, and beneficiaries of government 
aids. This suggests that the news media intentionally select some stories on women issues over others to enhance 
its newsworthiness and to attract audiences’ attention, imposes constraints both on what events make the news 
and on the kind of treatment they receive (Hartmann and Husband, 1981). 
Additionally, the findings demonstrate that issues on females in the conflict affected area of southern Thailand 
uncovered in the media, for example, ways to cope with the crisis, government policy and solutions affecting 
females, female participation in resolving problems and peace-building, women’s attitudes towards the southern 
unrest and possible ways out, women’s rights and gender equality, women’s quality life and sexual violence, etc. 
The issues are important and have an effect on readers; reporters and journalists should sensible and 
professionally report women topics in details to present to the public. During the ongoing conflict, the media 
focused more on government aids and compensation, the government was portrayed as an agent playing a 
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significant and positive role in helping the victims’ families. Most women appeared in passive roles as 
beneficiaries of the government aids. As a result, news is a reproduction of the dominant ideology of leading 
groups in society (Poole, 1999). In addition, the media failed to cover stories about women’s lives; their struggle 
to look after family. It is apparent that no explanations in details were reported or even appeared in the media. 
In the social context of Thailand, most women are seen to be men’s responsibility to protect and maintain 
them. All issues concerning females are considered as sensitive issues. When reporting on unrest and violence in 
the south, reporters and journalists pay most attention on daily killings, bomb blasts, beheadings, and destruction 
of state premises because these topics attract human’s interest and affect individuals in the country. News values 
of human interest and impact are primary factors that determine the newsworthiness of a potential story. Feminist 
issues, by contrast, have little effect to people in general. To end sexism, sexist exploitation, and oppression, 
according to Hooks (2000), it is significant to understand feminism to promote women’s rights, interests, and all 
issues related to women. 
Key factors as to why issues on females, compared to those on male counterparts, were given less 
attention in the media. It could be argued that this is due mainly to the fact that male reporters have repeatedly 
presented perceptions of women as weak and submissive. It is not surprising that women in the southern conflict 
appeared in limited issues, such as violence victims and government aids and compensation receivers. In order to 
overcome this limitation, numbers of local female reporters should be increased, as a female reporter in the area, 
Rosidah Pusu (November 15, 2010) suggested that a new generation of women journalists and reporters should 
be more and more to be responsible for feminist issues in particular. 
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